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Texas town holds 1st service since attack 


Hundreds gather at outdoor event to remember shooting victims; memorial created inside church 


By Claudia Lauer 


Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas 
— Hundreds of mourners crowded 
into the tiny town of Sutherland 


Springs for the first Sunday service 
since a gunman stormed the First 
Baptist Church a week earlier, kill- 
ing more than two dozen people in 


the worst mass shooting in Texas 


history. 


After an emotional sermon held 
outdoors under a massive white 
tent, congregants and the public 
were invited to return to the 
church for the first time since the 
tragedy. A chilling memorial set up 


inside the church included 26 white 
chairs — including one for the 
unborn baby of a victim who was 
pregnant — bearing each victim’s 
name or nickname painted in gold. 

Pastor Frank Pomeroy shared his 


personal heartache and a message 
that the community bound togeth- 
er by faith can move past the evil 
that attacked the church seven 
days earlier. 

“Rather than choose darkness as 
that young man did that day, we 
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A little taste of Germany 


Jacob Schult, right, slaps his legs and feet while performing the “Kreuz Polka,” a Bavarian dance, during the Traditions of Germany festival at 
Landmark Center in St. Paul on Sunday. The dance group, Schuhplattler Gruppe Edelweiss, is based in St. Paul. The program included songs from the 
Germanic-American Institute Choir, the Edelweiss dancers and bands from the Twin Cities German Immersion School, as well as food, arts and crafts. 


To see more photos, go to TwinCities.com. 
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Ex-CIA director: Putin 


is manipulating Trump 


Brennan says 

the Russian leader 
‘is very clever in his 
flattery of president 


By Jonathan Lemire 
and Jill Colvin 


Associated Press 


MANILA, Philippines — A day 
after being criticized by President 
Donald Trump, a former CIA 
director questioned whether Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin 
was manipulating Trump with 
flattery during the president’s 
lengthy trip to Asia. 

Trump’s trip was meant to be 
centered on trade and North 
Korea, and on Monday, he will 
talk with Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte, who has over- 
seen a bloody drug war that has 
featured extrajudicial killings. 
But Trump remains dogged by 
things he has said, and not said, 
about Russia. 

He tried to have it both ways 
Sunday on the issue of Russian 
interference in last year’s presi- 
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dential race, saying he believes 
both the U.S. intelligence agen- 
cies when they say Russia med- 
dled and Putin’s sincerity in 
claiming that his country did not. 

“T believe that he feels that he 
and Russia did not meddle in the 
election,” Trump said in Hanoi, 
Vietnam. 

“As to whether I believe it, Pm 
with our agencies,” Trump said. 
“As currently led by fine people, I 
believe very much in our intelli- 
gence agencies.” 

But just a day earlier, he had 
lashed out at the former heads of 
the U.S. intelligence agencies, dis- 
missing them as “political hacks” 
and claiming there were plenty of 
reasons to be suspicious of their 
findings that Russia meddled to 
help Trump defeat Democrat Hil- 
lary Clinton. 

Former CIA director John Bren- 
nan, appearing Sunday on CNN’s 
“State of the Union” with former 
national intelligence director 
James Clapper, said Trump was 
deriding them in an attempt to 
“delegitimize” the intelligence 
community’s assessment. 

“I think Mr. Putin is very clever 
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Going out to eat just got easier with some of our 
many suggestions for St. Paul dining. 
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Construction continues on the Islamic Society of Woodbury-East 
Metro’s new mosque in Afton. It is expected to open in time for 


Ramadan, which begins May 15. 


Ky. architect is designing 
new mosque in Afton 


in 1997. 


By Mary Divine 


mdivine@pioneerpress.com 


When it came time for mem- 
bers of the Islamic Society of 
Woodbury-East Metro to build 
their new mosque in Afton, they 
turned to one of the nation’s 
expert mosque architects. 

Christopher McCoy of Lexing- 
ton, Ky., has worked on dozens 
of mosques since he designed 
his first — in Prestonburg, Ky., 


he is working on mosques in 
Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Indiana. 


built at 12585 Hudson Road, off 
the Interstate 94 frontage road. 
The local Islamic Society bought 
29 acres in 2013 and got permis- 
sion from the Afton City Council 
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In addition to the Afton project, 


The Afton mosque is being 
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Give to 
the Max 


has new 
campaigns 


9th annual statewide 
online fundraiser 


to be held Thursday 


By Ryan Faircloth 


rfaircloth@pioneerpress.com 


An annual online giving spree 
that has raised millions of dollars 
for Minnesota organizations is 
using new campaigns to attract 
more donors. 

The homegrown 24-hour fund- 
raiser, known as Give to the Max 
Day, will hold its ninth event 
Thursday. Event organizers and 
nonprofits alike are taking new 
approaches this year to maximize 
donations. 

Give to the Max Day has raised 
more than $150 million for thou- 
sands of causes across Minnesota 
since its opening 2009 event. More 
than $20 million was raised last 
year, benefiting more than 5,700 
organizations. 

“More organizations are partici- 
pating in it year (after) year. 
Nearly 70 percent of organiza- 
tions tell us they raise more mon- 
ey because of Give to the Max 
Day than they would without it,” 
said Jake Blumberg, executive 
director of GiveMN, the nonprofit 
group behind the daylong event. 

GiveMN is building up to the 
day of giving with a new cam- 
paign titled “10 Days. 10 Grand. 10 
Ways to Pay It Forward.” The 
campaign, which started Nov. 6, 
will give $1,000 to one Minnesotan 
per day to donate to a nonprofit of 
their choosing. 

Meanwhile, twice as many orga- 
nizations will receive prize 
grants during this year’s event, 
Blumberg said. There will be five 
leaderboards based on organiza- 
tion type and size. The top 10 
fundraisers from each leader- 
board will receive prize grants 
ranging from $500 to $5,000, 
depending on placement. 

GiveMN will also raise the 
stakes of single donations by 
matching them with cash prizes. 

Starting at midnight Thursday, 
GiveMN will match one random 
donation per hour with a $1,000 
“golden ticket” that will benefit 
the charity of that donor’s choice. 
At the end of the day, there will 
also be a “super-size” $10,000 
golden ticket. 

“Small donations can have big 
impacts because of those golden 
tickets,” Blumberg said. 
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More organizations benefited 


from Give to the Max Day in 2016 
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